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“He went in and illuminated the place and recited concerning himself 
the following verse of Scripture: “When the Lord restored the fortune 
of Zion, we were like those who dream’” (Ps. 126:1). 


It began to rain drop by drop [M. 3:9H]. 


They said to him, This rain has come only to release you from your 
vow [M. 3:9G].” 


He said, “This is not what I wanted, but rain for filling up cisterns. 
pits. and caverns. It began to rain violently.” 


Samuel taught, “[It poured out] as if from a wineskin.” 


He said, “This is not what I wanted, but rain of good will, blessing, 
and graciousness” [M. 3:9K]. 


Now it rained the right way, until the Israelites had to flee from 
Jerusalem up to the Temple Mount because of the rain [M. 3:9L]. 


[Cl That implies that the Temple Mount was roofed over. 
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And so has it been taught: There was a colonnade within the Temple 
portico. 


Now they came and said to him, “Just as you prayed for it to rain, 
now pray for it to go away.” He said to them, “Go see whether the 
stone of the lost has disappeared” [M. 3:9M-N]. 


What purpose did this stone of the lost serve? 


Whoever lost something would go and find it there, and whoever found 
something would bring it there. 


He said, “Just as it is not possible for this stone to be blotted out of the 
world, so it is not possible to pray that rain will go away. 


“But [67A] go and bring me a bullock for a thank offering.” 
They went and brought him a bullock for a thank offering. 


He put his two hands on it and said, “Lord [of the ages]! You have 
brought evil upon your children. and they could not endure it. You 
brought good upon your children, and they could not endure it. 


“But may it be pleasing to you to bring relief.” 


Forthwith the wind blew, the clouds were scattered, the sun shone, and 
the earth dried out. 


They went out and found the wilderness full of truffles. 


